Pjodleidin um Njardvikurskridur

Samgongur a landi til og fra Borgarfirdi eystri hafa
longum verid erfidar einkum vegna erfidra skilyroa til
vegagerdar og hattulegrar leidar med sj6 fram. Fra
fornu fari 1a adalleidin fra Héradi at med Selfljoti ad
Krosshofda og padan yfir Gonguskard til Njardvikur og
sidan um Njardvikurskridur til Borgarfjardar.

Njardvikurskridur voru adur fyrr afar erfidar yfirferdar,
einkum a vetrum vegna snjoflodahaettu og haettu a
aurskridum i stérrigningum. Vid slikar adstadur gatu
vegfarendur verid par i lifshaettu. | skridunum eru
bverhniptir klettar med sjonum en ofan vid pa brattar
lausaskridur, sundurgrafnar af giljum.

Gamla reidleidin mun hafa legid talsvert nedar en
ndverandi vegur med moérgum bugdum badi upp og
nidur og sums stadar nidur undir klettanafir. betta var
adeins mjo reidgata og ef monnum eda hestum skrikadi
fotur a svelli eda hardfenni eda peir lentu i snjoflédi var
beim vodinn vis.

Atla ma ad fyrr a oldum hafi einhver banaslys ordid i
Njardvikurskrioum umfram pau sem heimildir greina
fra, en vitad er um sex menn sem hér hafa farist. Sidasta
banaslysid i skridunum vard 9. desember 1909, er tveir
menn foérust i snj6flédi, en pridji madurinn, sem var
spolkorn a eftir félogum sinum pegar snj6flodio féll,
slapp heill a hdfi. Einnig eru vardveittar heimildir um ad
hestar vegfarenda hafi hrapad hér og saudfé somuleidis.

Akfaer bilvegur fra Egilsstooum um Vatnsskaro til
Borgarfjardar var opnadur 1954, en vegur um skridurnar
var ruddur fjéorum arum fyrr. Var vegurinn pa faerdur
talsvert ofar i skridurnar en gamli reidvegurinn sem
fyrr getur.

Nyi vegurinn vari fyrstu mjor og litid plass til ad maetast
en hann hefur smam saman verid breikkadur til mikilla
muna. Bundid slitlag var lagt a veginn arid 2019.

Krossinn og ovatturinn Naddi

Krossinn i skriounum med latneskri aletrun og artalinu
1306 hefur lengi verid ménnum radgata. Hefur margt
verid skrifad um krossinn og ymsar skodanir komid
fram um aldur hans og tilefni pess ad hann var settur
upp og alltaf endurnyjadur. Pjodsagan um ovaettinn
Nadda tengist skridunum og krossinum, sem stundum
var kalladur Naddakross samanber pessa gomlu visu:

Na er fallinn Naddakross.
Na er fatt er stydur oss,
en - pu helgi klerkakraftur
krossinn lattu risa upp aftur.

Pj6dsagan um ovaettinn Nadda er til i fleiri en einni
atgafu. Sagan segir ad a dogum nidja Bjorns skafins
hafi ad mestu lagst af pjodleidin um Njardvikurskridur
vegna oOvaettar. Var hann ad halfu i mannsliki en ad
halfu i liki dyrs og hélt sig i gili sem sidan er kallad
Naddagil. Sat 6vaettur pessi par fyrir monnum, einkum
er dimma toék, rédist a pa og drap marga.

Segir sagan ad um haust og vetur hafi heyrst heim ad
Njardvik eins og eitthvad vaeri ad nadda og glamra a
grjotinu i skridunum, og pess vegna hafi menn kallad
6veaett pbennan Nadda. Eitt sinn sidla hausts er sagt ad
Jon sonur Bjorns skafins hafi komid ad Snotrunesi i
Borgarfirdi seint um kvold og atlad til Njarovikur. Bad
heimilisfolkid hann ad leggja ekki svo seint i ferd yfir
skridurnar. Hann vildi p6 ekki breyta atlan sinni, kvad
sig ekki myndi saka og hélt sina leid. Er hann kemur ad
fyrrnefndu gili rédist 6veetturinn & hann. Urdu atok
beirra baedi hérd og long. Barust pau a jadar pann
er Krossjadar heitir. Par sleit 6vaetturinn sig lausan
og dragnadist nidur i sjo, en Jon komst til Njardvikur
bjakadur mjog. bar var sidar settur upp kross sem er
bar enn.

A krossinum er eftirfarandi aletrun a latinu:

EFFIGIEM CHRISTI QUI TRANSIS
PRONUS HONORA: ANNO MCCCVI.
bPi sem framhja fer, fram fall i pessum reit og Kristi
imynd hér, audmjakur lotning veit: anno 1306.

Pessi aletrun er vida pekkt og mun vera upphaf a
avafornu latnesku kvadi, sem er ad finna i bréfabok
Gregoriusar pafa mikla (540-604). Stér rédukross
med pessari aletrun var lengi i domkirkjunni i Skalholti.

Greinilegt misraemi er milli artalsins 1306 og sogunnar
um Jon pann Bjornsson er atti ad hafa glimt vid Nadda.
Jon pessi var uppi nalaegt sidaskiptum eda a fyrri hluta
16. aldar og munar par 200 til 250 arum. Ef artalio a
krossinum veeri rétt eda naerri lagi hefdi krossinn verid
settur upp i kapélskum sid en ekkert verdur fullyrt um
aldur hans eda tilgang. Krossinn sem na stendur vid
veginn var smidadur af Arna Bdassyni fra Njardvik
ario 2011.

Skémmu eftir ad vegurinn var ruddur

Helstu érnefni i Njarévikurskridum
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o Nja raVikU I'S kria Ul - Njardvik Screes

The road along the Njardvik Screes

Transport on land to and from Borgarfjordur has long
been troublesome, mostly on account of the area
being difficult for roadbuilding, and also because of
the dangerous passage along the shore.

Njardvikurskridur ~ were  considered  extremely
dangerous, especially in the winter, because of
avalanches and, when raining heavily, mudslides. In
such conditions, travellersin the area were putting their
lives on the line. The screes hold sheer cliff drops down
to the sea and above them steep slopes of mudslides,
riddled with gullies.

The old horse track was significantly lower than
the present road, winding, steep and treacherous,
sometimes veering beneath the overhanging cliffs. This
was a narrow track and if man or horse lost their footing
on the ice or got caught in an avalanche, chances of
survival were slim.

It must be assumed that more fatal accidents took place
in Njardvikurskridur than evidence can be found of in
documentation. Six fatalities are known, the last one
on December 9 1909 when two men got caught in an
avalanche but their partner who lagged behind them
escaped unharmed. Old documents also tell of horses
and sheep falling to their deaths in the screes.

The road to Egilsstadir from Borgarfjordur over the
pass at Vatnsskard was opened in 1954, but few years
earlier in 1950 a road passable for cars along the
Njardvikurskridur was opened, significantly higher
up in the screes than the previously mentioned horse
track. This new road was narrow at first with little room
to pass other cars but has gradually been widened to
a great extent and is now better and safer than ever

before. Most recent road construction was in the year
2019.

The cross and the monster Naddi

Mystery surrounds the cross in Njardvikurskridur,
bearing a Latin inscription and the date 1306. Many
have written about this cross and speculated about its
age and why it was erected in the first place and then
constantly renewed.

The folk tale of the monster Naddi is connected to
Njardvikurskridur and the cross, which is sometimes
called Naddakross as shown in this old four line stanza:

The cross of Naddi is a fallen tower
Our lives are lacking protection
but god’s sacred power
will ensure its resurrection.

More than one version exists of the folk tale of Naddi.
Legend has it that in the time of the family of Bjorn
skafinn, the road along Njardvikurskridur became
almost impassable because of a monster which had the
lower body af a man and upper body of a beast and
lived in a gully since named Naddagil. This monster
ambushed travellers, especially after dark, attacked
them and killed many.

It is told that in the dark seasons, autumn and winter,
people in Njardvik could hear pecking (icel. ad nadda
= to peck) on the rocks in the screes and therefore
named the monster Naddi. Late one autumn evening
a man named Jon Bjornsson arrived at a farm in
Borgarfjordur, on his way to Njardvik. The people on
the farm begged him not to cross Njardvikurskridur so
late. He was reluctant to change his travel plans and
claimed he would come to no harm and off he went.
When he came to the aforementioned gully, Naddagil,
the monster attacked him. The fight was long and fierce
and carried over to a place now called Krossjadar. There
the monster escaped Jon and dragged itself into the
sea but Jon got to Njardvik, although heavily injured.
The cross was erected to mark the spot and still stands
there. On it is written in Latin:

EFFIGIEM CHRISTI QUI TRANSIS
PRONUS HONORA: ANNO MCCCVI.
Bow down and revere this effigy of Christ,
you who pass by: Anno 1306.

Thisinscriptioniswidely knownand marks the beginning
of anancient Latin poem from Pope Gregory’s the Great
(540-604) Book of Letters. A big crucifix bearing the
same inscription was for a long time to be found in the
cathedral in Skalholt, South Iceland.

There is obvious discrepancy between the date 1306
and the story of Jon Bjornsson who allegedly defeated
the monster, Jon being a man of the early sixteenth
century, making for a time difference of 200 - 250
years. If the date on the cross is accurate, the cross was
erected in Catholic times but nothing can be asserted
about its age or origin. The present cross was built by

Arni Béasson from Njardvik in 2011.



